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Mr. Chairman:

I am happy to appear before this newly established Select
Committee to discuss the role that the Central Intelligence Agency
plays in our Government's efforts to stop the flow of illegal
narcotics into the United States. We are fully aware of this

mernace to our society and share the concern of the Congress
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and of the country. In accordance with Presidential directive,
the CIA is supporting the law enforcement agencies which have
primary responsibility for narcotics control - the principal agency
being the Drug Enforcement Administration.

Mr. Chairman, it should be made clear at the outset that the
CIA's basic charter, the National Security Act of 1947, expressly

provides that the Agency has no law enforcement or police powers.

Accordingly, CIA's role is limited to providing appropriate agencies

with intelligence identifying the flow of international illegal
narcotics traffic into the United States. ‘Such collection is not
intended to include information for use as evidence in criminal
prosecutions. More clearly stated, the Agency cannot be directly
involved in any criminal investigative efforts to develop evidence
needed for arrest and prosecution. This important point must be
understood as I bélieve there have been serious misconceptions

as to the exact role of the Central Intelligence Agency in this effort.
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The CIA did not become formally tasked to develop intelligence
concerning international illegal narcotics traffic until October 1969
when President Nixon established a White House Task Force on
Narcotics Control. Prior to 1969, CIA provided informational support
on its own initiative and on an ad hoc basis to Federal agencies responsible
for.international narcotics control. The White House Task Force was
give;l the mission to formulate and implement a program to stem the flow
of heroin and opiates into the United States. A representative of the
Director of Central Intelligence was appointed to the Task Force, and
the CIA was requested to use its existing iptélligence gathering
apparatus, to the extent possible, to provide foreign narcotics-related
| intelligence to other agencies which were involved in diplomatic, enforce-
ment and treatment and rehabilitation initiatives coordinated by the Task

Force.

In Septembef 1971, the President elevated international narcotics
control to a higher priority and established the Cabinet Committee
on International Narcotics Control (CCINC) to succeed the Task Force.
The CCINC was made responsible for coordinating all United States
diplomatic, intelligence and enforcement activities aimed at curtailing
the flow of illregal narcotics and dangerous drugs into the country..
The Director was appointed a member of the CCINC, and the Agency
was delegated the responsibility for coordinating all United States
clandestine foreign narcotics intelligence gathering with respect to

narcotics.




The CIA prpvides CCINC member agencies with a wide range of
foreign int;zlligence information to help the United States achieve two
basic objectivés: ~-to obtain the cooperation of foreign governments
in curtailing the Ivaroductio.n and trafficking of narcotics; ~-to provide
foreign and appropriate United States enforcement agencies with the
iden'fities and methods of major foreign Adrug traffickers.
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Executive Order 11905, issued on 19 February 1976 by President
Ford, discusses United States Foreign Intelligence Activities and sets
forth the authorities and responsibilitieé of the intelligence departfnents
and agencies. It confirms the role of the CIA in this area by expressly
making the Agency responsible for the collection and production of
intelligence on foreign aspects of narcotics traffic. Subsequent.
instruction from the White ﬁouse has made if clear that this respon-
 sibility is 1;mited by the proscription in the National Securit.y Act 6f 1947
which I previ;)usly meﬁtioned and that the Agency's efforts concern only
Ustrategic" int‘elligence relating to intezznational narcotics traffic such
as identifyiné major source countries for narcotics and predominant
international routes for transporting narcotics. | o

Mr. Chairm an, any further discussions of CIA's activities in this
field involve classified matters. Therefore, I would respectfully fequest,

that any further testimony be given in Executive Session.

Thank you.
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